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patrol officer. He previously worked as a 
School Resource Officer at the Hercules Mid-
dle and High Schools where he made sure our 
students had a safe learning environment and 
acted as a mentor to countless students. As a 
leader on school safety, Officer Sanchez 
trained faculty and staff at all Hercules 
Schools on how to respond in the event of an 
active shooter on campus. 

His greatest accomplishments have ad-
dressed the relations between law enforce-
ment officers and the people of Hercules. De-
spite budget cuts, Officer Sanchez has helped 
organize many community engagement pro-
grams, including the Back to School Backpack 
program that provides school supplies for low 
income students. He also coordinates with 
Neighbor Watch groups and leads the Citizen 
Police Academy, where residents can learn 
about law enforcement and disaster prepared-
ness. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Officer Sanchez for his 
dedication to our community’s safety. For this 
reason, it is fitting and proper that I honor him 
here today. 
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Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize my good friend Michel Margosis 
on the occasion of his retirement from the 
Fairfax County Human Rights Commission 
after 13 years of dedicated service. I have had 
the honor of personally knowing Michel for 
many years and believe that he is a man of 
great wit, integrity, dignity, and courage. 

Throughout my tenure on the Fairfax County 
Board of Supervisors, and particularly as 
Chairman, I worked closely with the Human 
Rights Commission to fight against discrimina-
tion wherever it reared its ugly head in our 
community. Whether it was discrimination in 
the workplace, the housing market, the school 
yard or anywhere else, we as a community 
have established a zero-tolerance policy for 
such abhorrent behavior. That is in no small 
part due to the efforts of Michel and his fellow 
commissioners. 

Michel’s commitment to fighting discrimina-
tion and promoting justice and human rights is 
one which is deeply ingrained in every fiber of 
his being. As the son of Russian Jews living 
in Belgium at the time of its invasion by the 
Nazis during World War II, Michel along with 
his family were forced to flee to Southern 
France where they were detained as refugees, 
but managed to escape. This long and difficult 
odyssey led them to France then through the 
Pyrenees Mountains into Spain. He remem-
bers the long, perilous journey, during which 
the family had to avoid capture and survive 
the constant bombing and strafing happening 
all around them as war engulfed the European 
continent. Sadly, the family became separated 
during the journey and Michel later traveled to 
the United States—one of more than 1,400 
unaccompanied minors that arrived from Eu-
rope—where he lived with a foster family. Not 
until some years later were all family members 
reunited in America. They were among the 
few lucky survivors of the Holocaust. 

While most individuals would take time to 
reflect on such a harrowing ordeal, Michel 
wanted to give back to the country that had 
provided him and his family safe haven. After 
earning a college degree in chemistry, he de-
cided to utilize his multi-lingual fluency and 
joined the U.S. Army in 1952. He was de-
ployed to Europe as an interpreter, though he 
would also serve as a medical corpsman. He 
was honorably discharged from the Army in 
1954 as a Private First Class. Upon his return 
to the United States, he earned a master’s de-
gree in chemistry in evening school and pur-
sued further studies in Florida. He retired in 
1990 from federal government service after 
serving as a senior chemist with the Food and 
Drug Administration. Eight years later, Michel 
moved to the Greenspring community in 
Springfield where he still lives and has served 
as the head of the Democratic Club as well as 
facilitator of the French Conversation Group. 

As someone who has borne witness to 
some of the darkest moments of humanity, 
Michel knows that we must never forget the 
honors of the Holocaust or sit idly by while 
others are persecuted. Since 1993, he has 
volunteered his time at the U.S. Holocaust 
Museum, working in the Speakers Bureau and 
sharing his experiences. In 2003, he was ap-
pointed to the Human Rights Commission of 
Fairfax County where he has continued his ef-
forts to advance the causes of equality for all. 
During his tenure on the HRC, he led the 
campaign for the creation of a Holocaust Day 
of Remembrance in Fairfax County and has 
advocated for similar remembrances at the 
state and national level. 

It is this aspect of Michel’s character that I 
perhaps admire most: his desire to use history 
as a tool not only from which to learn the les-
sons taught by our past failings but also to 
teach future generations of those failings to 
ensure that they are not repeated. Our human 
history is filled with unpleasant and dark chap-
ters and the temptation is all too often to bury 
those chapters for the pain they cause. That 
impulse is of course understandable, espe-
cially in the case of monstrosities such as the 
Holocaust. Michel has made it his mission in 
life to ensure that this particular monstrosity is 
never forgotten and, most importantly, never 
repeated. Only by acknowledging that injus-
tices have occurred can we begin the process 
of healing the wounds they created and guard-
ing against similar tragedies in the future. 

Mr. Speaker, our community and our Nation 
have been made better by the life and pres-
ence of Michel Margosis. While he may be of-
ficially stepping down from the Human Rights 
Commission, I have no doubt that he will con-
tinue to be engaged in our community and in 
the cause of human rights that is so dear to 
him. I ask my colleagues to join me in com-
mending Michel for his many years of service 
and for enriching the lives of all around him. 
I wish him many years of health, happiness 
and continued success. 
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Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to 
include in the RECORD today the personal sto-

ries of families from across the country that 
have been affected by the opioid and heroin 
epidemic. In the U.S. we lose 129 lives per 
day to opioid and heroin overdose. In my 
home state of New Hampshire I have learned 
so many heartbreaking stories of great people 
and families who have suffered from the ef-
fects of substance use disorder. 

Earlier this year, my colleagues and I were 
joined by many of these courageous families 
who came to Washington to share their stories 
with Members of Congress and push for ac-
tion that will prevent overdoses and save lives. 
Since then, we passed both the Comprehen-
sive Addiction and Recovery Act and the 21st 
Century Cures Act to provide much needed 
funding and critical policy changes to fight this 
epidemic. 

The advocacy of these families truly is so 
important to leading to change in Washington 
and I am proud to preserve their stories. 

JUSTEN HUMMEL—LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 
Justen Hummel passed away on August 9, 

2014. Justen was a very compassionate and 
loving son. He was dedicated to his family 
and friends; always making the time to help 
whenever it was needed. 

Justen could strike up a conversation and 
befriend anyone he met; therefore, he never 
met a stranger. When Justen was just a little 
boy, he discovered a passion for fishing. You 
would always see him carrying around his 
pole to fish anywhere that there was a body 
of water. Justen was also very intelligent 
and had a creative mind—always thinking 
and eager to create something new. 

After having to undergo surgery for a 
Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus 
(MRSA) infection, Justen was prescribed liq-
uid morphine to combat the pain. Con-
sequently, Justen’s drug use escalated to a 
new level, and he later transitioned to heroin 
as an alternative. 

His mother could see Justen struggling so 
much to overcome his battle with addiction. 
It totally broke her heart. She tried so hard 
to help him. Justen is so dearly missed. 

RYAN WAYNE JACKSON—OWENSVILLE, OHIO 
Ryan Wayne Jackson was born on Decem-

ber 6, 1987. Growing up, Ryan was a spirited 
child—always doing something and always 
on the go. He enjoyed collecting things and 
had several collections of anything and ev-
erything. 

Despite being diagnosed with ADHD, Ryan 
was a tremendous student in school; receiv-
ing A’s and B’s with perfect attendance until 
the 6th grade. Ryan also set a couple athletic 
records in elementary school, which are still 
held by him today. 

Middle school was when things started to 
change for Ryan. He tried out for the basket-
ball team but didn’t make it; this was a 
major blow for him. In addition, Ryan had a 
few other issues that began to arise. He was 
prescribed medication for his ADHD and his 
classmates started asking to buy his medi-
cine from him. This was also around the 
time Ryan first tried marijuana. 

Ryan later received his degree as a me-
chanic. Around ten years ago Ryan was in a 
serious traffic accident, causing him signifi-
cant pain in his back. Afterwards he was pre-
scribed medication to help with the pain. For 
some time, Ryan seemed to do fairly well 
managing the pain without medication. 

About seven years ago, Ryan started dat-
ing someone he previously went to school 
with—this was the beginning of the end for 
him. The couple had two little girls. During 
this time Ryan lost custody of his stepson to 
the boy’s father, and later lost his own fa-
ther tragically. Ryan’s life was spiraling out 
of control. He lost his jobs, his cars, his 
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